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GREGORY RABASSA

Oneof the most memorable experienceswasthat tripto Trapani to take in the conference on the Sicilian
origins of the Odyssey.Thiswas no idle conference of academic gabble; this was a happening.What happened
was aswirl, averitable whirlwind of poetry, fellowship, and good time. At the eye of this beneficent typhoon
was Nat Scammacca, poet, individual, and doer. He was all about, herding his broad flock of poetsinto their
properly somewhat disorganized readings and giving the gathering that quantum movement that keeps
poetry on the go. We particularly remember the outing up Erice, where Nat saw fit to poeticize his
trandation of the mayor's political words of welcome into what they should have been for aband of poets.
This was trandation at its best. this was the way of the man. Now that is the most needed , wonderful Nat
has left us. Let uskeep hismemory and hiswords with uslest he entirely lost. Such istoo terrible to
contemplate. Ave atque ale Nat.

Clementine ans Gregory Rabassa

Una delle esperienze pitu memorabili fu quel viaggio a Trapani per prendere parte alla conferenza sulle
Origini Siciliane della Odissea. Questanon era alcuna conferenza tipo accademico ma non meno importante.
Quanto e accaduto era un vortice, un vero e proprio vortice di poesia, amicizia,ed allegria. Il centro di questo
tifone era Nat Scammacca, poeta, scrittore, ideatore della manifestazione . Faceva di tutto per aggregare la
ampiamassadi poeti e per renderefruibili leletture dei testi, organizzo i presenti quanto piu correttamente
possibile, in quanto disorganizzati. Ricordo in particolare lagitaaErice, dove Nat volle poeticizzare sua
traduzione del discorso di benvenuto del sindaco,diretto a gruppo di poeti traducendo al meglio, questo era il
suo stile. Questo el ricordo cheil grande Nat ci halasciato . Le sue opere e le sue idee non verranno mai
perse nel tempo. La perdita di Nat e stato un evento terribile. Ave atque ale Nat .
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